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To implement its 2030 research and innovation strategy, CGIAR is developing a series of initiatives designed 
to achieve a world with sustainable and resilient food, land and water systems that deliver more diverse, 
healthy, safe, sufficient and affordable diets, and ensure improved livelihoods and greater social equality, 
within planetary and regional environmental boundaries. CGIAR initiatives are major, prioritized areas of 
investment that bring capacity from within and beyond CGIAR to bear on well-defined, major challenges. 
 
The aim of the One Health initiative is to protect human health by improving the prevention, detection and 
control of zoonoses, foodborne diseases and antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in low- and middle-income 
countries. The One Health initiative plans to work in seven countries: Bangladesh, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, 
India, Kenya, Uganda and Vietnam.  
 
To ‘ground’ and improve the proposed initiative, a series of online meetings were convened with national 
stakeholders to guide the initiative design team as it formulates the key interventions and work packages to 
be delivered.  
 
Specifically for Ethiopia, the team aims to improve the current proposal outline by 
• better understanding Ethiopia’s One Health priorities; 
• specifying which elements and work packages are highest priority for Ethiopia; 
• identifying missing elements that must be included for it to best serve the situation in Ethiopia; 
• providing feedback to strengthen the proposed approach and framework; and 
• identifying key One Health actors in Ethiopia and their interests in the different work packages. 
 
To this end, the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) hosted a Zoom meeting on Wednesday 11 
August 2021. The agenda and list of attendees are available as annexes to this report which presents a 
summary of the notes from the meeting and group discussions.  
 
Notes from the meeting 
Introduction to the CGIAR One Health initiative 
Presentation slides are available in Annex 3. 
 
Question on Menti 
What do you see as the most pressing One Health priority for Ethiopia?  
Responses 
• Functional interaction 
• Wildlife-livestock-human interface (zoonosis) 
• Food Safety 
• Food Safety 
• Institutional arrangements of one health governance 
• Interconnected... has to be integrated 
• Food safety 
• Food safety 
• Food safety 




• Food safety 
• Food safety 
• Zoonosis 






Zoonosis control group discussion 
Top zoonosis control challenges 
• Communication gap (regionally and nationally) 
• Skill and knowledge gaps between human and animal health experts; no joint budget source 
• One Health platform is not institutionalized 
• Lack of clarity on responsibilities of different sectors 
• Lack of medicines and vaccines 
• Lack on information or evidence on zoonotic diseases 
• Gaps in national education system; data and information sharing system 
• Weak surveillance system 
• Infrastructure (clinic and laboratory inputs) 
• Budgetary constraints 
 
Priority interventions 
• Data and information sharing system 
• Improve infrastructure 
• Drugs and vaccines 
• Institutionalization of One Health approach 
• Collect/generate evidence on zoonoses 
• Training initiatives to fill knowledge gaps of professionals and the community 
 
Actions to ensure inclusion 
• Address gender with community meetings and conversations 
• Conduct stakeholder mapping 
• Increased advocacy to engage policymakers 
• Risk mapping to thematize zoonotic diseases 
• Abattoir workers and others at risk should be addressed 
 
Actions to reduce zoonosis risks from wildlife 
• Gather evidence on the interaction between wildlife and livestock 
• Strengthen wildlife surveillance 
• Integration of wildlife surveillance with livestock and human diseases surveillance 
• Awareness creation among communities around the parks 
• Marketing system of wildlife and fishing and hunting activities should be investigated 
• Control of rodents 
• Movement of pastoralist community should be considered 
 
Key partners 
• African Union 
• Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
• Government institutions 
• International organizations 
• National and regional research partners 
• Universities 
• Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
• World Health Organization 
• United States Agency for International Development 
• United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
Food safety group discussion 
Top food safety challenges 
• Food adulteration 
• Shortage of funds 
• Capacity gaps: infrastructure and workforce (number and skill) 
• Low laboratory capacity to identify food safety hazards 




• Insufficient high-quality data to communicate risks 
• Informal markets 
• Low consumer awareness; consumers do not have a reliable resource to gain awareness 
• Heavy metal residues in vegetables from soil and water contamination 
• Veterinary drug and pesticide residues 
• Weak cold chains for nutrient-dense animal-source foods 
• Mycotoxin contamination of feeds and food 
• Poor law enforcement and some legislations are outdated and need to be updated 
• Weak food safety systems 
 
Priority interventions 
• Fill knowledge gaps 
• Strengthen food safety surveillance 
• National food safety strategy 
• Strengthen legal frameworks 
• Foster national and international cooperation in research, research to action, technology transfer 
• Improve community awareness and communication on food safety 
• High-level advocacy and evidence on the impacts of food safety in the economy and public health 
• Joint planning among relevant sectors and alignment of the federal plan with regions 
• Resource mobilization to improve food safety [funding; personnel; laboratories] 
 
Actions to ensure inclusion 
• Provide information on the roles of the various food systems actors in food safety 
• Strengthen institutional capacity with respect to technology and other capacities related to food 
safety management 
• Provide incentives 
• Better understanding of ongoing programs and what can be learnt from that 
• Involve them from initiation, implementation and evaluation 
• Align with the government systems 
 
Water quality management actions to enhance food safety 
• Designing point-of-use water purification 
• Proper industrial waste management 
• Wastewater management and reuse of water 
• Preservation of water during rainy seasons; rainwater harvesting systems 
• Innovations to improve access to high-quality water in the urban informal sector 
 
Key partners 
• Addis Ababa University 
• Consumer associations (if available) 
• Ethiopian Public Health Institute 
• Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research 
• Media: Ethiopia Broadcast Corporation 
• Ethiopia Standard Agency 
• Ethiopia Food and Drug Authority 
• Ethiopia Commodity Exchange 
• Ministry of Agriculture 
• Veterinary Drug and Feed Administration Control Authority 
 
AMR control group discussion 
Top AMR control challenges 
• Lack of veterinary pharmacists 
• Air-borne AMR 
• Level of user awareness 
• Inadequate AMR surveillance in livestock 




• Insufficient use of preventive health strategies, e.g. vaccination, biosecurity 
• Large population living in pastoral areas where veterinary services are lacking 
• Irrational drug use 
• Waste management 
• Evidence on AMR development and spread is needed 
 
Priority interventions 
• Knowledge management/communication strategy 
• Improved wastewater management 
• Knowledge dissemination to veterinary health sector 
• Platform to disseminate information 
• Platform for collaboration across sectors 
• Policy design and implementation 
• AMR surveillance plans for human health, animal health and food safety 
• Provide access to alternatives to antimicrobial use for disease control 
• Awareness creation at all levels 
 
Actions to ensure inclusion 
• Communication strategies must not require literacy 
• Group-based community strategies: use traditional leaders and other communal structures to reach 
people 
 
Water quality management actions to control AMR spread 
• Universal access to safely managed water and waste management 
• Improve hygiene and waste management in food production 
• Waste management from antimicrobial production 
• Health facility waste management 
• More information on AMR incubation and transmission through water 
• Build capacity for safe re-use of water 
• Evidence to convince policymakers to allocate resources for technical capacity building 
 
Question in the chat box 
What is your one piece of advice for the Ethiopia team? 
Responses 
• Work close to the community 
• Review in-country strategies 
• Evidence gathering should take priority 
• One Health should focus primarily on human health than socio-economic consequences 
• Work on knowledge management strategy 
• Plant health as part of One Health is also needed 
• Build on what is existing and in progress 
• Work closely with the community 
• AMR, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture and university should be included in AMR work 
• Institutionalization of One Health 
• Wildlife role on AMR 
• Synergies between work packages 
• Strengthen the National One Health steering committee 
• Diversification of team members 
• Bring in higher institution/education 
• Desk review on the proposed work package to have baseline 
• Create greater awareness of One Health more holistically 
• Networking cross sectors and country 
 






Annex 1: Agenda 
Time Session Responsible 
14:00 Welcome, housekeeping, process, objectives, quick introductions Tsehay Gashaw 
14:10 Welcome remarks Dieter Schillinger  
14:15 Presentation: One Health initiative brief introduction on why this 
initiative, what it will offer and what it could mean for Kenya  
 
 
Menti question: What do you see as the most pressing One 
Health priority for Ethiopia? 
Hung Nguyen, Bernard Bett, 
Arshnee Moodley, Javier Mateo-
Sagasta and Vivian Hoffmann 
 
Tsehay Gashaw 
14:35 Improving the proposal – group exercise 
 
Group 1: Zoonosis control 
• What are the main challenges for zoonosis control in Ethiopia? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions? 
• Key wildlife-livestock-people interactions that pose a risk for 
novel zoonosis emergence? 
• Key partners for implementation of interventions in zoonosis 
control 
 
Group 2: AMR control 
• What are the main challenges for AMR control in Ethiopia? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions?  
• Water quality management actions to control AMR spread 
• Key partners for implementation of interventions to address AMR 
 
Group 3: Food safety 
• What are the main challenges for improving food safety in 
Ethiopia? 
• What are the priority interventions to address these challenges? 
• How to ensure that small-scale farmers and traders, and 
vulnerable groups such as women and youth are not excluded 
from the benefits of, or disadvantaged by, these interventions?  
• Water quality management actions to improve food safety 





Bernard Bett (facilitator) 










Arshnee Moodley (facilitator) 








Hung Nguyen (facilitator) 
Tezira Lore (note taker) 
 
15:20 Plenary feedback 
 
3-minute key reflections 
 
Two questions for chat fall 
1. Is there anything missing in the group discussion that you 
would like to comment? 







15:45 Next steps Vivian Hoffmann 
15:50 Closing remarks and appreciations Feyesa Regassa, Siboniso Moyo 
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Annex 3: Presentation on the CGIAR One Health initiative 
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